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of Marshal Lorges, and his married life was as ex-
emplary as that of any emigrant on the Mayflower.

He was a close friend of the virtuous Duke of Bur-
gundy and labored with him in forming plans for po-
litical and social reform, to be carried out when the
Duke should inherit the throne of his grandsire. Saint-
Simon was especially anxious to restore to the great
nobles the political power of which he believed they
had wrongfully been deprived; in any system of gov-
ernment which he devised, an important place was
given to dukes and peers.

The Duke of Burgundy died when young, but curi-
ously enough, Saint-Simon was also a close friend of
the Duke of Orleans, the most reckless of debauchees,
as the Duke of Burgundy had been the most austere of
devotees. In the early years of the Regency, Saint-
Simon possessed a certain influence, and was one of the
recognized advisers of Orleans. But the rigidity of his
views, the sharpness of his tongue, and his exalted
conception of his own rank, unfitted him for successful
or useful public work. He found consolation for his
disappointment in etching in indelible vitriol the char-
acters of those with whom he quarrelled. In 1721 he
received an appointment well adapted to his tastes and
his talents. He was sent as ambassador to Spain to
arrange the proposed marriage of the Infanta with
Louis XV. No one was better fitted to perform such a
mission; he attended with scrupulous accuracy to every
detail of etiquette, and derived pleasure from the elabo-
rate ceremonial with which an ambassador was re-